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REPORT  OF  THE  ASSESSOR. 


V^ASiiiNGTON,  D.  C.,  August  28^  1919. 

Gentlemen;  In  compliance  Avith  }^our  order,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1919,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value 
of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919,  and  certain  sugges- 
tions and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement  of  the 
service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  September  1,  1916,  provides  that  real 
estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed  every  two  years. 
The  assessment  beginning  July  1,  1918,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1919, 
is  as  follows: 


Washington  City  and  county: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $208,097,025.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 206, 513,  666.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919 414,  610,  691.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919,  Washington 
City  and  county " 6,  219, 160.  37 

For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows: 

Washington  City  and  county: 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $209,  377,  939.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 200,  795,  670.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918 410, 173,  609.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918,  Washington 

City  and  county 6, 152,  604.  14 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1918 2,  373,  066.  38 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 

Personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  SO,  1919. 

Personal  property  at  1^  per  cent 

Building  and  loan  associations,  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  4 per  cent  on  gi'oss  earnings  less  interest 

paid  depositors 

Electric-light  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Telephone  companies,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Gaslight  companies,  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

National  banks,  6 per  cent  on  gi’oss  earnings 

Trust  companies,  6 per  cent  on  gi’oss  earnings 

Street  railways,  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 

Washington  Market  (,'o.,  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  from  conduits. 
Georgetown  Baige  & Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  5 per  cent  on 
gro&s  earnings 


8,  525,  670.  52 


$843,  397.  66 
26,  572.  06 

24,  936.  45 
89,  549.  16 
99,  889.  80 
88, 053.  24 
168,  679.  02 
168,  022.  25 
284,  443.  97 
483.  60 

604.49 


Total 


1,794,631.  70 
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Increase  of  1919  over  1918  personal  tax  levy  (tangil)le) .$312,  344.  72 

Intan."i))le  peisonal  property  tax,  1919,  rate  three-tenths  of  I per  cent.  880, 519.  34 
Grand  total,  tan^ilde  and  intan,2:il)le 2,  675, 151.  04 


Number  of  ac'counts,  tangible  only 8,  706.  00 

Number  of  accounts,  intangible  only 7,  012.  00 

Number  of  accounts  having  both  classes 20,  352.  00 


Grand  total  of  accounts 36,  070.  00 

Summary  of  new  huUdings  and  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the  fiscal  year 
1919  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1920. 

New  buildings $21, 425, 400.  00 

Additions  and  improvements 3,  505,  700.  00 

Gas  mains,  cojiduits,  railways,  etc 201,  877.  00 


Total ■ 25,132,977.00 

Off 163,  200.  00 


Remaining  assessment 24,  969,  777.  00 

Value  of  buildings  exempt  from  taxation. 

United  States $16,  593,  000.  00 

District  of  Columbia 299,  000.  00 

Churches,  schools,  etc 652,  900.  00 


Total 17,544,900.00 

Recapitulation. 

Remaining  assessment $24,  969,  777.  00 

Exempt  from  taxation. .....' 17,  544,  900.  00 


Net  assessment  (taxable) 7, 424,  877.  00 

Number  of  new  buildings. 

Brick 769 

Frame 404 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 800 


Total 1,973 

Number  of  buildings  removed 117 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings 1,  856 

irison  of  annual  assessment  of  improvements  for  the  fiscal  years  1904  to  1920, 

inclusive. 


Year. 

Assessment 
of  new 
buildings. 

Additions 
and  im- 
prove- 
ments. 

Conduits, 

railroads, 

etc. 

1 

Total. 

OtT. 

Remaining. 

Exempt. 

Net  assess- 
ment (tax- 
able). 

1904 

*5,701,000 

*1, 008, 500 

.*127, 945 

.16,  .898, 015 

*320,345 

$6, 577, 700 

*1,917, 800 

*4,659,900 

1905 

5, 983, 100 

1,153,000 

12,300 

7, 14.8, 400 

339, 500 

6, 808,  900 

1,214,700 

5,594,200 

HK)6 

4, 000, 500 

847,900 

73,316 

5,  .527,  746 

305, 800 

5,221,916 

259, 900 

4,962,016 

1907 

13,331,000 

810,012 

108,612 

14, 25.5, 684 

386, 800 

13,868, 8.84 

5, 166,  {X)0 

8, 702,884 

UK)S 

0,009,900 

594, 500 

1,2.83,471 

8, 487,871 

294,900 

8,192,971 

243,800 

7,949,171 

1909 

0,001,500 

051,100 

1,281,670 

8,534,270 

552, 900 

7,981,370 

418,200 

7,563,170 

1910 

11,391,500 

038, 200 

171,707 

12,201,407 

221,300 

11,980,107 

3,693,600 

8, 286,  .507 

1911 

10, 130, 4(H) 

2, 070,  .500 

16.5,  710 

12,376,110  1 

296, 200 

12,079,910 

1,306,200 

10,773,710 

1912 

8, 003, 000 

1,483,000 

150, 660 

10,237,260  1 

589,500 

9,617,  760 

945,100 

8,702,660 

1913 - 

8, 293, 250 

2, 032, 700 

179,5.50 

10,  .50.5,  .500 

419,550 

10,0.85,9.50 

603, 600 

9,482,350 

1914 

0,025,350 

1,971,050 

1.54,412 

.8,7.50,812  ' 

321,100 

.8,429, 712 

1,117,200 

7,312,512 

1915 

7, 500, 500 

1,148,  .500 

. 51,769 

8,766,769  ! 

778, 900 

7,987,869  i 

2, 405, 600 

5,  .582, 269 

1910. 

8,490,400 

813,400 

123,010 

9, 426,  .810 

159,000 

9,267,810  ; 

3, 320, 700 

5,&47,110 

1917 

7, 191,  550 

1,418,400 

133,014 

.8,742,991  I 

.5.86,  700 

8,1.56,294  1 

762, 200 

7,394,094 

1918 

9, 825, 100 

1,5.83,700 

10, 408,  .800 

280, 200 

10,128,600  1 

2,394,200 

8,734,400 

1919 

10,479,550 

2, 077,300 

101,070 

12,060,920 

117,200 

12,543,720  ; 

6,329,500 

6,214,220 

1920 

21 , 425, 400 

3, 505,  700 

201,877 

25,132,977  ; 

163, 200 

24,969,777  j 

17, 544,900 

7, 424, 877 
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Assessments  of  land  and  improvements,  District  of  Columbia,  from  1889  to  1919,  inclusive, 

as  shown  in  yearly  reports. 


Vear. 

Land. 

Improvements. 

1 Total. 

1889 : 

?56, 585, 903 

.S.58, 899, 4.50 

• .$115,48.5,3.53 

1890 

76,711,M9 

60, 901 , 600 

137,626,419 

1891 

76,561,141 

6.5, 049,  7.50 

141,609, 891 

1892 

76,441,028 

69, 010, 2.50 

145,481,278 

1893 

75,928,026 

71,096,2.50  - 

147,021,276 

1891 / 

112,8.30,383 

; 78,  .587, 421 

191,417,804 

1895 

112,616, 575 

79, 9.38, 471 

192,5.5.5,046 

1896 

107,9.53,010 

! 80, 969, 333 

188,922,343 

1897 

104,  719, 983 

, 75,656,92.5 

180,376,908 

1898 

102,9.55,8.59 

t 78, 300, 42.5 

181,2.56, 284 

102,901,8  6 

80, 2.5 ',.52.5 

1 183,1.56,371 

1900 

98,836,663 

i 77, 730, 886 

I 176,567,549 

1901 ' 

98,881,576 

1 80,470,235 

180,  .334, 6 41 

1902 ’ 

98, 580,  .56  4 

I 83,945,014 

182,  .52.5, 608 

1903 .• 

119,129,061  ! 

89, 390,  .375 

208,519,436 

1901 

119,068,2.18  1 

1 94, 1.82, 180 

21.3, 2.50, 418 

118, 912,  .580  1 

98, 69.5, 716 

217,608,296 

1906 

1.36,  8 03,419 

102, 618,  .566 

2.39,461,985 

1907 

136,  774,. 399 

110,  .532, 095 

2 J 7,  .306, 4 94 

1908 

1.37, 200, 589 

118,124,2  5 

2.55,  .32  4, 8.34 

1909 

1.51,887, 660 

125, 683, 292 

277, 570, 9.52 

1910 

1.51,711,966 

1.33,441,805 

285,153,771 

1911 

151,616,821 

143, 150,  726 

•29 ',767,  .547 

1912 

169, 6 '8, 481 

160,674,006 

.330,322,487 

1913 

169, 1.53, 98.5 

170,045, 005 

339, 198, 990 

1914 

169,212,099 

175, 912,0. '5 

345,124,144 

1915 

208,279,494 

182,029,  784 

.390, 309, 278 

1916 

207,173, 90.5 

187, 035, 999 

39',  209, 904 

1917 

207,  .35.5, 359 

194,743,873 

402,099,232 

1918 

209, 377, 9.39 

200,  795, 670 

410,173,609 

1919 

208, 097, 02.5 

206,  .513, 666 

414,610, 691 

The  amount  of  special  assessment  work  under  the  charge  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Daniel  is  set  forth  in  the  following  statement  of  special 
assessments  levied  during  the  year  ended  June  30,  1919.  The 
number  of  notices  served  during  the  year  was  7,527.  • 

The  assessments  for  sidewalks,  curhing,  and.  alleys  are  levied  under 
the  act  of  August  7,  1894;  assessments  for  street  extensions  under 
various  special  acts,  and  public  act  No.  435,  approved  March  4,  1913. 
Tlie  assessments  of  roadways  are  levied  under  the  act  of  July  21,  1914, 
and  ])ublic  act  No.  250,  approved  September  1,  1916. 


Assessment  and  permit  work S74,  75(5.  75 

Paving  roadways 175, 197.  13 

$249,  953.  88 

Assessments  levied  by  juries,  street  extensions 75,  31().  76 


Total 325,270.64 


PERSONAL  TAX  ASSESSMENTS. 

d'he  personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1919  had  a grand  total  of 
82,675,151.04,  derived  from  three  different  classes  of  assessment. 
First,  an  amount  derived  from  a levy  of  1^  per  cent  on  household 
furniture  (above  81,000  value),  merchandise,  jewelry,  boats,  vehicles, 
horses,  etc.,  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  tangible  personal  prop- 
perty;  second,  from  a tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of  banks,  trust  com- 
panies, and  public  service  corporations;  third,  from  the  tax  on  moneys 
and  credits,  including  moneys  loaned  and  invested,  bonds  and  shares 
of  stock,  or  what  is  generally  known  as  intangible  personal  property. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  tax  levied  for  the  various 
years  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1902,  for  the  assessment  of  personal 
property : 


6 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


1903. 

1901. 

1905. 

1900. 

1907. 

1903. 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 
1910. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 


Tangible  personal  property  at 
1.5  per  cent. 

Tax  on  public- 
service  cor- 
porations. 

Tax  on 
intangible 

Total. 

Value. 

Tax. 

banks,  etc., 
per  cent  on 
gross  earnings. 

personal 

property. 

$14,872,530. 00 

$223,09.5.49 

.$340,437.  57 

$533, 533. 06 

15,932,894.00 

238, 993.  56 

398,422. 05 

637,415. 61 

17,624,80.5.  00 

264, 373. 08 

401,87.5.12 

666,218.20 

18,806,096.  00 

232,091.47 

442,243.  22 

724,334.69 

20,700,403. 00 

310, 506. 06 

495,181.94 

805,688.00 

22, 402, 990. 00 

.3.36,014.8.5 

.527,837.  25 

863,882. 10 

23,182,110. 00 

352, 100.  50 

567, 352.  78 

919,453. 28 

25,192,361.00 

377,885.41 

629, 137. 00 

1,007,022.41 

27, 550, 662. 00 

413,259.  93 

676, 280.  86 

1,039,510. 79 

29, 609, 766. 00 

444,146.  49 

687, 799.14 

1,131,91.5.63 

32, 122, 407. 00 

481,836.11 

713, 219. 19 

1,195,055. 30 

32, 319, 713. 00 

484, 795.  70 

745, 296. 17 

1,230,091.87 

34,  .530, 823.  00 

517, 962.  35 

757, 864. 96 

1,275,827.31 

35.041.985. 00 

33.316.667.00 

525, 629.  77 
.574, 7.50. 01 

792,712.  9.5 
796, 624. 90 

1,318,342. 72 
1,371,374.91 

43,140,336.00 

647, 105. 04 

835, 181.  95 

$390, 779. 39 

2,373,066. 38 

56, 226, 510.  50 

843,397.  66 

951,234.04 

880,519. 34 

2,675,151.04 

BIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

The  biennial  assessment  of  real  estate  for  the  years  1920  and  1921 
has  been  completed  and  is  now  being  entered  upon  the  ledgers. 

The  field  work  was  finished  and  open  for  inspection  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January,  1919,  and  subject  to  appeal  till  the  first  Monday 
in  June,  1919. 

The  rule  of  assessment  followed  can  be  best  stated  from  the  report 
of  last  year.  It  is  obvious  that  to  give  full  weight  to  high  prices  in 
building  material  and  labor  would  raise  the  assessment  value  of 
nearly  every  home  in  the  District,  both  large  and  small,  and  put  a 
price  on  it  far  above  what  could  be  obtained.  The  board  of  assessors 
had  to  weigh  carefully  this  condition  in  making  their  new  assessment, 
as  the  first  consideration  is  the  equalization  of  taxation  following  the 
requirement  of  law  that  the  assessment  shall  be  not  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  true  value.  The  assessors  were  confronted  with  the 
choice  of  two  propositions,  either  to  appraise  the  dwellings  at  the 
abnormal  prices  created  by  the  war,  or  at  what  they  considered 
would  be  a fair  value  under  normal  conditions.  They  adopted  the 
latter  course.  The  selling  value  of  property  previous  to  the  war, 
together  with  a certain  allowance  for  the  probable  condition  of  the 
market  after  a number  of  years,  will  have  to  be  the  clew  for  present 
values. 

BUSINESS  PROPERTIES. 

The  new  biennial  assessment  for  1919  and  1920  shows  some  in- 
creases in  the  ground  values  in  the  business  section,  particularly  in 
the  squares  lying  just  west  of  Seventeenth  Street,  and  south  of 
Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW.,  in  the  section  adjacent  to  McPherson 
Square;  on  the  south  side  of  F Street,  from  Ninth  to  Thirteenth; 
and  on  the  west  side  of  Seventh  Street  between  Pennsylvania  Avenue 
and  E Street.  Recent  sales  throughout  the  business  section  are 
generally  in  line  with  our  new  assessment. 

Under  the  act  of  1894  (28  Stats.,  282),  the  annual  assessment  of 
new  structures  and  additions  was  com])leted  in  July,  1919,  and 
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added  to  the  general  assessment  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  the  total 
assessm.ent  of  the  new  improvements  being  a little  over  S 7, 000, 000 
as  against  a little  over  S6, 000, 000  for  the  previous  year. 

GENERAL. 

The  high  prices  of  labor  and  material  referred  to  in  our  last  report 
are  still  being  maintained.  In  fact,  there  has  been  a further  increase 
during  the  past  year.  Building  operations  are  still  very  much  cur- 
tailed, although  showing  some  improvement  since  last  spring.  The 
high  cost  of  labor  and  material,  together  with  the  restriction  of 
building  operations,  has  resulted  in  all  improved  properties  being 
held  at  high  figures. 

A PARTM ENT  HOUSES . 

The  construction  of  apartment  houses  has  shown  a decided  falling 
off  since  the  beginning  of  the  war.  For  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1917,  41  new  apartment  houses  were  completed  with  a full  value  of 
$4,709,950;  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918,  35  new  apartment 
houses  were  completed  with  a full  value  of  $4,748,003;  and  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1919,  8 apartuLent  houses,  including  the  Ward- 
man  Park  Inn,  were  completed,  with  a full  value  of  $3,823,140. 
Exclusive  of  Wardm.an  Park  Inn,  which  is  a combination  apartment 
and  hotel,  there  were  only  7 apartment  houses  completed  during  the 
past  year  with  a full  value  of  $940,778. 

PRIVATE  DWELLINGS. 

The  construction  of  private  dwellings,  which  has  been  so  much 
below  normal  during  the  war  period,  is  now  showing  some  im.prove- 
m.ent.  However,  restricted  building  operations,  excessive  cost  of 
labor  and  supplies,  and  the  limited  supply  of  desirable  dwellings,  has 
resulted  in  a still  further  advance  in  the  price  of  this  class  of  property. 
The  supply  of  dwellings  in  no  sense  meets  the  demand  and  a still 
further  increase  in  prices  is  possible. 

DESIGNATION  OF  CITY  PROPERTY  FOR  TAXATION  PURPOSES. 

On  January  6,  1919,  there  was  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  surveyor 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  aid  in  taxation  of  real  estate,  a set 
of  maps  embracing  all  the  squares  within  the  city  of  Washington, 
including  what  was  formerly  Georgetown.  These  squares  are  num- 
bered from.  1 to  1301  with  a distinctive  lot  numher  for  each  house 
or  individual  holding  of  ground,  and  have  been  drawn  up  under 
authority  of  Public  Act  No.  221,  approved  March  3,  1899.  Most  of 
the  work  has  covered  a period  of  two  years,  as  only  a very  limited 
number  of  squares  had  heen  platted  between  the  years  1899  and  1916 
because  of  lack  of  funds.  By  reason  of  additional  clerical  help 
given  to  the  ofhce  three  years  ago,  the  work  has  been  taken  up  and 
carried  to  a finish. 

This  work,  as  stated  above,  applies  only  to  city  sfjuares.  The 
system,  of  designating  county  property  was  put  into  effect  on  Novem- 
ber 1,  1906,  and  the  results  have  been  highly  beneficial  in  simplifying 
the  assessment  of  property  and  in  affording  a ready  nfference  to  the 
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ownership  of  all  lots  or  parcels  of  property  in  the  county.  The 
preparation  of  the  county  maps  was  done  under  a special  appropria- 
tion and  many  of  them,  were  lithographed  with  very  great  advantage 
to  the  carrying  on  of  assessment  work. 

^Vhen  the  city  was  first  laid  out  into  blocks  and  lots  they  were 
numbered,  so  that  the  deed  merel}^  referred  to  the  lot  number.  As 
these  lots  were  too  large  for  convenient  building  purposes,  they 
became  divided,  through  deeds,  into  various  lots  or  parcels  described 
hy^  metes  and  bounds.  This  necessitated  an  abbreviated  description 
to  be  carried  on  the  tax  records.  Thus,  lot  1 becam.e  divided  into 
east  20  feet  front  by  full  depth,  the  west  30  feet  front  by  full  depth, 
and  the  middle  front  by  full  depth.  These  abbreviations  were  often 
faulty  in  description  and  have  resulted  in  the  cancellation  of  many 
sales.  New  numbers  will  result  in  saving  clerical  work  and  in  saving 
space  on  cards,  ledgers,  and  field  books. 

The  maps  were  prepared  under  tlie  superintendence  of  C.  M. 
Davis,  who  has  been  engaged  on  the  work  since  October  1,  1016. 
Mr.  Davis  has  been  handiing  the  records  of  this  olfice  for  nearly  20 
years  and  was  peculiaii^r  fitted  to  take  up  this  class  of  work.  He 
has  had  the  assistance  of  two  draftsmen  from  the  office. 

In  the  biennial  assessment  completed  by  the  three  assistant 
assessors  on  January  6,  1919,  the  assessors  used  the  new  numbers 
shown  on  the  maps  recorded  with  the  surveyor  on  the  above-men- 
tioned date. 

In  making  this  new  assessment  blueprint  maps  were  struck  from 
the  tracings,  and  the  use  of  such  maps  materially  helped  the  work  of 
erpializing  the  ground  assessment  through  comparisons  of  the  depths 
and  shapes  of  the  various  pieces  of  property.  It  will  be  necessary  to 
use  new  maps  in  future  assessments  and  it  is  equally  desirable  to  have 
extra  copies  for  the  collector,  engineer  dejiartment,  and  special  assess- 
jnent  division.  The  lithographing  of  such  maps,  too,  will  enable 
the  public  to  obtain  information  without  hamlling  the  original 
copies. 

The  changes  in  renumbering  have  been  very  great,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  apprise  the  public  of  these  changes  in  the  designation  of 
their  holdings  with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible  of  just  what  these 
changes  consist  of,  and  of  the  new  numbers  that  apply^  to  each  indi- 
vidual ownership  of  pro])erty.  This  is  the  reason  why  we  should 
have  lithographs  made  in  the  near  future.  An  appropriation  of 
$2,000  for  lithographing  was  asked  for  by  the  commissioners  and 
inserted  in  the  District  bill  this  year  by  the  Senate,  but  was  not  agreed 
upon  by  the  House.  It  is  a small  amount,  but  of  such  vital  need  that 
it  is  suggested  the  sum  be  recpiested  through  a special  bill  or  in  the 
deficiency  appropriation. 

WATEH-.MAIX  TAX  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  flune  30,  1919,  the  water-main  tax 
division  levied  assessments  in  the  amount  of  $27,484.45,  as  against 
$21,239.07  last  year.  The  collections  follow:  Current  tax  accounts, 
$24,169.70;  tax  sales,  March  19,  1919,  $1,625. IS;  interest,  $2,364.55; 
total,  $28,179.43.  • 

About  438  notices  were  delivered  and  13,157  tax  certificates 
received  the  attention  of  this  office. 
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Attention  is  again  invited  to  the  fact  that  this  division  is  required 
to  note  .pending  assessments  on  all  tax  certificates.  The  work  would 
be  greatly  facilitated  if  the  oflice  was  furnished  with  notification  of  all 
proposed  work  and  abandoned  jirojects. 

TRANSFERS  AND  SALES  OF  PROPERTY. 

During  the  past  year  this  oflice  has  entered  data  relating  to  the 
transfer  of  10,772  pieces  of  property,  as  compared  with  7,736  of  last 
vear.  One  clerk  is  emplo}YMl  continualh"  in  examining  deeds  in  the 
-land  records  of  tlie  District  of  Columbia  (recorder  of  deeds  oflice)  and 
a short  reference  or  brief  of  each  transfer  is  entered  on  loose  leaves, 
afterwards  being  permanently  bound  in  book  form,  which  become 
transfer  books  of  read}^  reference.  Since  April  the  number  of  deeds 
recorded  per  montli  lias  been  doTd)le  the  corresponding  months  of  last 
year. 

F1EI.D  WORK. 

A held  force  of  five  men,  designated  to  aid  in  the  assessment  of  real 
estate,  have  prepared  cards  showing  the  transfer  of  nearly  10,700 
pieces  of  property  during  the  past  year,  and  out  of  this  number  have 
found  about  3,500  where  the  transactions  have  been  a money  con- 
sideration. The  amounts  paid  have  been  obtained  either  from  the 
seller,  purchaser,  or  agent,  and  verified  by  two  sources  of  information. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  in  measuring  and  obtaining  the  cubic 
contents  of  buildings,  principally  in  the  business  section,  and-  ascer- 
taining the  rents  and  leases  of  certain  classes  of  property.  Data  in 
book  form  to  be  used  by  the  assessors  in  the  annual  and  biennial 
assessment  of  real  estate,  was  prepared  by  the  same  force. 

The  unprecedented  number  of  sales,  the  sharp  advance  in  rentals, 
the  high  cost  of  labor  and  material,  and  the  consequent  jump  in  the 
selling  price  of  new  structures,  make  it  imperative  that  we  should  have 
additional  help  on  our  held  force  in  order  that  the  office  may  be  fully 
equipped  to  keep  our  records  of  sales,  rents,  etc.,  up  to  date,  and  thus 
provide  the  board  of  assistant  assessors  with  full  information  when 
they  go  into  the  held  to  mak(^  the  assessment. 

SUMMARY. 

The  office  has  prepared  28  assessment  ledgers,  giving  a complete 
record  of  all  taxable  real  and  personal  property  within  the  District  of 
Columbia.  The  accounts  in  these  ledgers  are  arranged  alphabetically 
according  to  the  name  of  the  individual  or  corporation  owning  real 
estate  or  personal  property. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  office  recently  revised  its  cards  and 
records  to  correspond  to  the  new  set  of  lot  numbers  in  the  city.  Tins 
work  required  the  making  or  comparing  of  records  involving  about 
70,00*0  holdings  of  property. 

ESTJ  M A'J'E  1 ) R E VENUES . 

In  compliance  with  the  commissioners’  order  of  July  II,  1019,  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  collector 
of  taxes,  prepared  and  submitted  on  August  24,  1919,  a statement  of 
the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  (hlumbia  (exclusive  of  the 
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revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  80, 
1921.  The  estimate  is  as  follows: 


Tax  collections: 

Realty  taxes 

Personal  taxes 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 

Intangible  property  taxes 

Insurance  taxes 

Penalties  and  interest  on  all  taxes 

Incenses; 

Dog  taxes 

Elevator  operators 

Engineers 

Insurance 

Miscellaneous 

Motor  vehicle  operators 

Plumbers 

Rents: 

Markets 

Whar\^es,  street  termini,  and  buildings 

Fish  wharves  and  pipe  lines 

Vault  spaces 

Fines: 

Police  court 

Juvenile  court 

Fees: 

Advertising  taxes  in  arrears 

Building  permits 

Crematorium 

Electrical  permits 

Health  department 

Gas  and  meter  inspection 

Motor  vehicle  tags 

Municipal  court 

Pound 

Public  convenience  stations 

Railing  permits,  etc 

Recorder  of  deeds,  surplus  fees 

Register  of  wills,  surplus  fees 

i^ewer  and  gas  permits 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 

Surveyor 

Tax  certificates 

Water-service  ])ermits 

Court  of  appeals,  surj)liis  fees 

Special  assessments: 

Street  extensions,  all 

Street  extensions,  one-half 

Assessment  and  permit  work,  including  sidewalks,  curbs,  alley  pav- 
ing, and  sewer  construction 

Street  paving,  Borland  amendment 

Special  park  improvements 

Miscellaneous: 

Sale  of  old  materials 

Sale  of  district  regulations 

Sales,  workhouse 

Sales,  reformatory 

Sales,  home  for  the  aged  and  infirm 

Sales,  garbage  reduction  plant 

Board  and  care  of  insane 

'Puition  of  nonresident  pujuls,  public  schools 

Damages  to  District  property 

Railroad  ])assenger  tax,  higluvay  bridge 

East  Washington  Heights  Traction  Railroad  Co 


$6,  400, 000 
1,  700,  000 
500 

800,  000 
120,  000 
60,  000 

15,  000 
300 
100 

20,  000 
120,  000 
30,  000 
50 

25,  000 
10,  000 
6,  000 
5,  000 


200,  000 
500 

2,  500 
10,  000 

1,000 

3,  000 
500 

1,000 
200,  000 
15,  000 
500 
3,  000 
300 
3,  000 
100 
2,000 
3,  500 
8,  000 
3,  500 
1,  000 
2,000 

40,  000 
5,  000 


70,  000 
100,  000 
1,000 

2,  500 
100 
15,  000 
1,000 
2,  000 
100,  000 
10,  000 
300 
l,t)00 
0,  000 
200 


Total 


10,129,  450 
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Less  estimated  amount  required  for  policemen’s  and  firemen’s 


relief  funds: 

Estimated  appropriations $220,  000 

Less  retents  and  fines  to  be  deducted  from  pay  of  policemen 

and  firemen 25,  000 

$195, 000 


Net  revenues  available 9,  934,  450 

In  the  appendix  I have  given  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1921. 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor  District  of  Columbia . 
The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 


Appendix. 

Estimate  of  amounts  necessary  Jor  support  of  assessor’s  ojflce  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30,  1921. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

W.  P.  Richards  

Assessor  

A.  McKende,  W.  L.  Beale,  J.  W. 
Beale. 

R.  J.  Jones 

3 assistant  assessors  at  $3,000  each 

Assistant  assessor  at  $2,000  

J.  T.  Bardroff,  F.  A.  Gunther,  L.  S. 
Johnson,  C.  H.  Stone,  C.  L. 
Sweeney. 

A,  F.  Entwisle 

5 field  men  at  $2,000  each 

Record  clerk  at  $1,800 

R.  Hamilton,  E.  B.  Fletcher 

D.  W.  Fleming 

2 record  clerks  at  h,500  each 

Record  clerk  at  $1,200 

2 record  clerks  (who  shall  also  be  typists)  at 
$1,400  each. 

The  office  is  in  need  of  these  clerks  to  aid 
the  board  of  assistant  assessors  and  to  assist 
in  the  preparation  of  the  annual  assessment 
1 roll. 

3 clerks  at  $1,400  each 

2 clerks  at  $1,200  each 

K.  C.  Berry,  Lydie  Addison,  C.  D. 
Clayton. 

E.  E.  Fisher,  E.  E.  Fogartv 

H.  Naylor,  L.  Gardiner,  "M.  G. 

Walsh,  D.  S.  Fegan. 

A.  W.  Herndon 

4 clerks  at  $1,000  each 

Clerk  at  $900 

Blanche  Gro.ss 

Clerk  at  $720 

Mortimer  Clarke,  jr 

Draftsman  at  $1,600 

Harry  B.  Reed,  li.  E.  Nelson 

G.  C.  Locke,  Clara  Santelmann 

F.  A.  Griffin  

2 draftsmen  at  $1,200  each 

2 stenographers  and  type.vriters  at  $1,200  each. 
Assistant  or  clerk 

Helen  Forrest  

Messenrer 

C.  S.  Cotton 

Clerk  to  board  of  assistant  assessors 

W.  J.  North 

Vault  clerk 

Mary  M.  Gardiner 

Messenger  and  driver 

1 clerk  at  $1,600 

This  position  is  needed  to  provide  for  a 
clerk  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  water- 
main  tax  records  and  will  enable  that  branch 
of  the  office  to  laerform  its  work  without  any 
transfer  of  funds  from  the  water  depart  ment. 
At  the  present  time  the  Water  Department 
is  assigning  one  of  itsclerks,  at  $90per  month, 
to  assist  in  this  work. 

Temporary  clerk  hire 

Staterhent  required  by  sec.  10  of  sundry 
civil  act  approved  Aug.  1,  1914: 

Appro- 

priated, 

1920. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1921. 

$3,500 

$3,500 

9,000 

9,000 

2,000 

2,000 

10, 000 

10,000 

1,800 

1,800 

3,000 

3,000 

1,200 

1,200 

2, 800 

■ 

4,200 

4,200 

2, 400 

2,400 

4,000 

4,000 

900 

900 

720 

720 

1,600 

1,600 

2, 400 

2,400 

2, 400 

2,400 

900 

900 

600 

600 

1,500 

1,500 

900 

900 

600 

600 

1,600 

oOO 


I 


500 


Expended,  1919. 


2 clerks .1580  per  month] 

1 clerk 875  per  month p49().  07  | 


1 clerk 865  per  month] 

Estimated,  1921. 

1 clerk .880  per  month . .8500. 00 


Total 


54,120 


58,520 
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EffHmnte  of  amounts  necessanj  for  support  of  assessor's  office  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June 

30,  15^/— Continued. 


Name  of  officer  or  employee. 

Title  of  officer  and  subject  of  estimate. 

Appro- 

priated, 

1920. 

Esti- 

mated, 

1921. 

special  assessment  office. 

J.  W.  Daniel 

Special  assessment  clerk 

$2,000 

1,400 

3,600 

900 

750 

$2,000 

1,400 

3,600 

900 

750 

W.  II.  De  Shields 

Clerk  at  $1,400 

Augustus  Williee,  F.  M.  Langston, 
II.  A.  Darneille. 

J.  G.  Scheitlin 

3 clerks  at  $1,200  each  

Clerk 

W.  Moten 

Clerk  

Total  

8,650 

8,650 

PERSONAL  TAX  IJOARI). 


Ji.  F.  Adams,  C.  A.  Russell,  F.  D. 
Allen. 

D.  H.  Edwards 

M.  C.  Fitzgerald 

H.  W.  Davidson 

(i.  W.  Fopkins,  M.  G.  Granville 


3 assistant  assessors  of  i)ersonal  taxes  at  $3,000 
each. 

Appraiser  of  personal  property 

Clerk 

Assistant  clerk 

2 inspectors  at  $1,200  each 

Extra  clerk  hire 

Statement  required  by  see.  10  of  the  sun- 
dry civil  act  approved  Aug.  1,  1914. 


Expended,  1919. 


1 clerk . . .$133. 33  per  month] 

3 clerks . . 100. 00  per  month 
1 clerk...  80.00  per  month ^$1,997.30 
1 clerk ...  75 . 00  per  month 
1 clerk . . . 65. 00  per  month] 


Estimated,  1921. 


1 clerk. 
1 clerk . 


.$100.00  per  month' 
. 80. 00  per  month. 


^$2, 000. 00 


9,000 


1,800 

1.400 

1,000 

2.400 

2,000 


9.000 

1,800 

1,499 

1.000 
2, 400 
2,000 


intangible  personal  property. 


A.  Williams,  G.  D.  Holmes i 

Arthur  B.  Evans,  H.  S.  Baker,  W.  | 
W.  Dent,  L.  O.  Mallory,  Wm.  L.  | 
Swormiteit.  " | 

A.  L.  Cheney 

D.  M.  Cridter,  Chas.  T.  McDonald.. | 


2 clerks  at  $1,500  each.  . . . 
5 inspectors  at  $1,200  each 


3.000  3,000 

6.000  6,000 


Clerk  t o board  of  personal  tax  appraisers ' 1 , 800 

2 clerks  at  $1 ,200  each j 2, 400 

1 chief  inspe:'tor  of  personal  property  at  $2,000.  .1 

The  Act  of  Congress  providing  for  the  I 
assessment  and  taxation  of  intangible 
personal  property  has  greatty  increased  the  ! 
amount  of  work  heretofore  performed  by  this  ! • 
branch  of  the  office.  The  duties  of  the  chief  | 
inspector  will  be  to  supervise  the  work  of  the  ' 
various  insjiector.s,  and  the  creation  of  such  ' 
a position  would  greatly  aid  the  ofTice  in  the 
preparation  of  (he  annual  assessment  roll.  I 


1,800 

2,400 

2,000 


32,800 


Wm.  P.  Kichards, 
Assessor  District  of  Columhia. 
Tlie  Com MISS10NER8  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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